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Citing Electronic Resources 

 
This document contains basic instructions on how to apply APA style to listing online journal articles in the 

Reference section of a paper, thesis, or dissertation document. For further details or to see more examples, please 

refer to the APA Publication Manual 6th edition (FIPP Ready Reference BF76.7 .P83 2010) and the Style and 

Format Guidelines and Sample Pages for the Thesis and Clinical Dissertation document published by the 

Research Office (pages 81-83) and posted in Scholar360. 

 

A digital object identifier (abbreviated DOI) is now used as a persistent link to identify an online article. For more 

information about DOIs, please see the APA Manual’s section 6.31 “Electronic Sources and Locator Information” 

excerpted at http://www.apastyle.org/manual/related/electronic-sources.pdf.  

 

How Do I Locate a DOI? 
 

• Find the number in a library database record 

• Find the number on a print or online article (upper right hand corner of first page) 

• Look up the publisher’s record for the article 

• Google the article title. Click on a link provided by the journal’s publisher. 

• Look up the number using a DOI resolver 

• Enter citation elements using the form at the CrossRef website at 

http://www.crossref.org/guestquery/ 

• Enter citation elements using the Forest Citation Linker form. Go to Forest Library home 

page at http://www.forest.edu/library/ and click on Citation Linker. 

 

How Do I Locate an Article Using a DOI? 
 

• Enter the DOI number on the Forest Citation Linker form. Go to Library home page at 

http://www.forest.edu/library/ and click on Citation Linker. 

• Enter the DOI number at the CrossRef website at http://www.crossref.org/  

• Paste the DOI number after http://dx.doi.org/ in your browser. 

 

How Do I Cite a Print or Online Article (With or Without a DOI) as a Reference? 
 

Print Article Photocopied from a Journal 

DOI No DOI 

Include the DOI as part of the reference. Cite the article as a print article. 

Online Article Retrieved from a Library Database 

DOI No DOI 

Include the DOI as part of the reference. 
If the same online article appears in the journal’s print 

edition, cite the article as if it were a print article. 

Do not use a retrieval date. 

For preprints or articles in-press, add the DOI to your 

reference when the final version of the article is 

published (whenever possible). 

Online Article Retrieved from a Website 

DOI No DOI 

Include the DOI as part of the reference. 

Add Retrieved from [main home page URL] to your 

reference. Reference exact URL if main home page 

URL is insufficient to identify the article. 

Do not use a retrieval date. 

Add a retrieval date if the article is not in its final 

published form or if the specific link to the content is 

not persistent or is likely to change over time. 
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Examples for Articles with a DOI 

 
1. Article from PsycINFO database (EBSCO) 

 

Copy and paste the DOI number from the record into your reference following the abbreviation doi: 

 

Suggested Reference Citation 

Cummings, C. M., & Fristad, M. A. (2007). Medications prescribed for children with mood disorders: Effects of a 

family-based psychoeducation program. Experimental and Clinical Psychopharmacology, 15, 555-562. 

doi:10.1037/1064-1297.15.6.555 

 

2. Book chapter from PsycBOOKS database (EBSCO) 

 

 

 

 

Copy and paste the DOI number from the record into your reference following the abbreviation doi: 

 

Suggested Reference Citation 

 

de Zubicaray, G. (2006). Neuroimaging and clinical neuropsychological practice. In P. J. Snyder, P. D. 

Nussbaum, & D. L. Robins (Eds.), Clinical neuropsychology: A pocket handbook for assessment (2nd ed., 

pp. 56-74). doi:10.1037/11299-004 

 

3. Article from MEDLINE with Full Text database (EBSCO) 

 

 
 

The DOI is not in the library database record. Copy and paste the DOI number from the first page of the article’s 

PDF file into your reference following the abbreviation doi: 

 

Suggested Reference Citation (APA Manual 6th edition) 

Fritze, J. (2006). Alternative and complementary medicine of psychiatric disorders. European Archives Of 

Psychiatry And Clinical Neuroscience, 256, 461-463. doi:10.1007/s00406-006-0701-3 
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4. Article from Website in PDF format 

Example: PDF article downloaded from Schizophrenia Bulletin website at 

http://schizophreniabulletin.oxfordjournals.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy and paste the entire DOI statement from the first page of the article’s PDF file into your reference. 

 

Suggested Reference Citation 

Gogtay, N. (2008). Cortical brain development in Schizophrenia: Insights from neuroimaging studies in 

childhood-onset schizophrenia. Schizophrenia Bulletin, 34, 30-36. doi:10.1093/schbul/sbm103 

 

Examples for Articles with no DOI 
 

1. Article from Academic Search Elite database (EBSCO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The same online article also appeared in the print edition of the magazine so it can be cited as a print article. 

 

Suggested Reference Citation 

Pagán, C. N. (2009, June). We’re sleeping better than ever! Prevention, 61(6), 110-117.  

 

2. Article from Website  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: This article was available online exclusively and never appeared in the print edition of the magazine. Keep 

in mind that you should add a retrieval date to a website reference if the specific link to the article is not persistent 

or it may change over time. 
 

Suggested Reference Citation 

Comarow, A. (2008, January 9). Embracing alternative care: Top hospitals put unorthodox therapies into practice. 

U.S. News & World Report. Retrieved from http://health.usnews.com 

 


